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24 Gallup Hill Rd  

Ledyard, CT  06339  
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Fax: 860-464-1990 

 

Bob Dylan: No Direction Home 

Introductory Activity 

GOAL: The 1960s has been characterized as an era of great turbulence, yet American society was subject to 

great stresses before the 1960s and has been stressed beyond imagination since that period.  In this activity, 

students will do research on events of the post-World War II era in preparation for being an expert on a 

particular topic for a panel discussion.  During the panel discussion, students will assess the shocks to the ’60s 

generation in light of modern-day events and draw conclusions about the types of responses that are generated 

by certain events. 

1. Students are assigned to a panel. There are 29 topics over the six panels. The topics that have enough 

information for 2 or more students have been indicated with an asterisk. 
Student Panel Grade Student Panel Grade 

Eakin, Erica 1 12 Gabriele, Katherine 4 12 

Lopez, Darien 1 12 Seifert, Mollie 4 12 

Williams, Justin 1 12 Skilbred, Sarah 4 11 

Forest, Asia 1 9 Chattin, Grace 4 10 

Flemming, April 2 12 Riley, Brianna 4 9 

Monroe, Lexy 2 12 Disco, Elizabeth 5 12 

Bernard, Shanice 2 11 Joseph, Nikole 5 12 

Jones, Olivia 2 9 Watkins, Josiah 5 12 

Flickner, Brianna 3 12 Spellman, Michael 5 11 

Scott, Jordan 3 12 Drumm, Heidi 6 12 

Lawrence, Joshua 3 11 Liguore, Matthew 6 12 

Peterson, Charles 3 9 Wiese, Kenneth 6 12 

   Bazinet, Sarah 6 10 

Panel 1 (The 1950s): The Cold War, the McCarthy hearings, Beat culture, Sputnik. fallout shelters and duck 

and cover drills. 

Panel 2 (Shocking Events): assassinations of John F. Kennedy, Robert Kennedy, Martin Luther King, Jr. and 

Malcolm X, the Cuban Missile Crisis.  

Panel 3 (Vietnam): Gulf of Tonkin incident, the Tet Offensive, My Lai massacre, Operation Rolling Thunder, 

the Battle for Hue. 

Panel 4 (Civil Rights Movement): Rosa Parks and the Montgomery Bus Boycott (*), Brown vs. Board of 

Education, lunch counter sit-ins, Medgar Evers and voter registration (*), March on Washington, race riots 1963 

– 1970 (*), Black Panthers. 

Panel 5 (Student Movements): draft resisters, Free Speech Movement, Democratic National Convention of 

1968, Summer of Love, 1967. 

Panel 6 (Modern-day Shocks): Columbine, 9/11, the war in Iraq. 

2. A panel consists of a small group that carries on a guided and informal discussion before an audience as 

if the panel were meeting alone.  Each panel’s purpose in this case will be to provide an understanding 

of their topic and to assess the public reaction to these events.  During their discussion students will 

volunteer facts, ask questions and state opinions without speech making.  The audience listens and is 

given a chance to ask questions, but for the most part is passive and receptive.   

3. Print the Presentation Template to help guide research and review the focus questions to help give 

research a structure. 
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Focus questions: 

• The parents of the 60s generation had lived through a devastating economic depression and a world war, 

yet they felt no need to demonstrate and riot. What was it about the 60s that would prompt such radical 

responses? 

• There were no riots or sit-ins after 9/11 or Columbine, and there has been only token protest about the 

war in Iraq. Why? 

The following sites will help with research: 

• AMERICAN MASTERS Online  
http://www.pbs.org/wnet/americanmasters/dylan/index.html  

• Bob Dylan Online 
http://www.bobdylan.com/index.html  

• The Book of Bob Online 
http://www.slopbucket.com/bob/tbob/index.html  

• Wikipedia, an online encyclopedia 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Main_Page  

• Bob Dylan Website – Lyrics On Line 
http://www.bobdylan.com/songs/  

• Radical Times: The Antiwar Movement of the 1960s 
http://library.thinkquest.org/27942/indexf.htm  

• The Civil Rights Movement 
http://www.watson.org/~lisa/blackhistory/civilrights-55-65/index.html  

• Music Genres: University of Arizona  
http://www.library.arizona.edu/search/subjects/music/genres.html 

• University of Indiana School of Music 
http://library.music.indiana.edu/music_resources/folk.html 

4. Once research is complete panels will meet together to develop a rough outline of their discussion to 

assure that they will provide enough facts and engage in sufficient discussion to support their 

conclusions. Teacher may want to reinforce the idea at this point that it is not necessary for the panel to 

agree on its conclusions but merely to provide enough information to support them. 

5. Hand out copies of the 1960s Notes handout. There are spaces for seven presentations on each page, so 

each student will need four or five copies. Students may take notes on their own paper if that is more 

convenient.  

6. Starting with Panel 1, students will engage in their discussion.  

Rubric:  

 
Score Point 6 Score Point 5 Score Point 4: Required to 

meet standard 
Score Point 3 Score Point 2 Score Point 1 

2.2 Conveys 

meaning and 

purpose orally 

Demonstrates 

exceptional ability to 

convey meaning and 

purpose  

  

Demonstrates 

acceptable ability to 

convey meaning and 

purpose  

  

Demonstrates moderate 

ability to convey 

meaning and purpose  

  

Demonstrates limited 

ability to convey 

meaning and purpose  

  

Demonstrates little 

ability to convey 

meaning and purpose  

  

Demonstrates no 

ability to convey 

meaning and 

purpose  

  

2.8 Demonstrates 

organization and 

fluency in speaking 

Well organized and 

clearly focused; clearly 

coherent, and ideas 

flow seamlessly  

  

Well organized and 

focused; demonstrates 

coherence, and ideas 

flow well  

  

General organized, 

focused; demonstrates 

some coherence, 

attention to the flow of 

ideas  

  

Limited in organization 

and focus; demonstrates 

lapses in coherence or 

flow of ideas  

  

Poorly organized; 

lacks focus; problems 

with coherence or 

flow of ideas  

  

Disorganized; little 

or no focus; 

incoherent  

  

4.5 *Interprets and 

synthesizes 

information 

Coherently and 

insightfully interprets 

and synthesizes 
information.  

  

Effectively interprets 

and synthesizes 

information  

  

Makes an adequate 

attempt to interpret or 

synthesize information  

  

Makes some attempt to 

interpret or synthesize 

information  

  

Makes a minimal 

attempt to interpret or 

synthesize information 

  

Makes no attempt to 

interpret or 

synthesize 
information  
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Learning Activities:  
GOAL: Bob Dylan has drawn from a rich variety of musical genres. In this activity, students will present 

background information on three broad categories of music (folk/country, blues and rock) and use this 

information to view samples of Dylan’s music that correspond with each genre. Students will draw conclusions 

regarding which form contributed most to Dylan’s development as a songwriter. 

1. Make copies of The Foundations of Bob Dylan’s Music Student Organizers.  Students will work in 

groups.  Each genre has four topics: the characteristics of the genre, history and roots of the genre, 

characteristic performers and subgenres plus an editor’s page.  Each student will gather information on 

the assigned topic while the editor keeps track of all research, isolates relevant facts, makes suggestions 

for further research and formulates the introduction and conclusion for the group’s position paper.  As 

the rock genre covers a large body of music, you may want to have two or three rock groups, each 

responsible for one of the following decades in rock music: the 1950s, 1960s and 1970s. 

2. Students should begin their research on their assigned genre by looking for a basic definition on a 

website such as Wikipedia.  Further research can be done on sites such as The University of Arizona or 

the Indiana University School of Music.  

3. Students should keep track of their research on the hand out by citing the Internet sites, books, articles, 

etc. they used in finding their information.  

4. Next, students can use a website of all the Discography of Bob Dylan and Bob Dylan website as a 

starting point to go out onto the Internet and find clips to use to make decisions about which of Dylan’s 

songs fit into each genre. 

5. Each group will use this information to create a presentation about the influences on the music of Bob 

Dylan.  Use the prompts below to formulate the presentation.  Make certain that all names are on the 

final presentation. 

a. Bob Dylan refused to be categorized as a protest or topical songwriter, but many folk songs, 

blues songs and rock and roll songs express dissatisfaction or anger toward social injustice. What 

elements of your genre have been used as protest?  

b. How did your genre influence Bob Dylan’s songwriting? Use examples. 

Rubric:  

 
Score Point 6 Score Point 5 Score Point 4: Required to 

meet standard 
Score Point 3 Score Point 2 Score Point 1 

2.2 Conveys 

meaning and 
purpose orally 

Demonstrates 

exceptional ability to 
convey meaning and 

purpose  

  

Demonstrates 

acceptable ability to 
convey meaning and 

purpose  

  

Demonstrates moderate 

ability to convey 
meaning and purpose  

  

Demonstrates limited 

ability to convey 
meaning and purpose  

  

Demonstrates little 

ability to convey 
meaning and purpose  

  

Demonstrates no 

ability to convey 
meaning and 

purpose  

  

2.8 Demonstrates 

organization and 

fluency in speaking 

Well organized and 

clearly focused; clearly 

coherent, and ideas 

flow seamlessly  

  

Well organized and 

focused; demonstrates 

coherence, and ideas 

flow well  

  

General organized, 

focused; demonstrates 

some coherence, 

attention to the flow of 

ideas  

  

Limited in organization 

and focus; demonstrates 

lapses in coherence or 

flow of ideas  

  

Poorly organized; 

lacks focus; problems 

with coherence or flow 

of ideas  

  

Disorganized; little 

or no focus; 

incoherent  

  

4.5 *Interprets and 
synthesizes 

information 

Coherently and 
insightfully interprets 

and synthesizes 

information.  

  

Effectively interprets 
and synthesizes 

information  

  

Makes an adequate 
attempt to interpret or 

synthesize information  

  

Makes some attempt to 
interpret or synthesize 

information  

  

Makes a minimal 
attempt to interpret or 

synthesize information  

  

Makes no attempt 
to interpret or 

synthesize 

information  

  

4.6 Documents 

sources 

Demonstrates 

exceptional knowledge 

of source 

documentation  

  

Demonstrates effective 

knowledge of source 

documentation  

  

Demonstrates adequate 

knowledge of source 

documentation  

  

Demonstrates basic 

knowledge of source 

documentation  

  

Demonstrates little 

knowledge of source 

documentation  

  

Does not adhere to 

specified standards  
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Culminating Activity: 

The Lyrics of Bob Dylan 
GOAL: There are many sections in “No Direction Home: Bob Dylan” that show interviewers asking Bob 

Dylan what his songs mean or what he is trying to express in them. His answers are evasive (Part II: 1:20:00 – 

1:25:10). Joan Baez also relates a conversation where she freely admitted she had no idea what a song he had 

written was saying. Dylan replied that no one probably ever would (Part I: 1:36:40 – 1:40:20). In this activity, 

students will examine the lyrics of “Subterranean Homesick Blues.” They will brainstorm all possible meanings 

of selected words and phrases and draw conclusions using leading questions. 

1. Print the lyrics to “Subterranean Homesick Blues” and the Subterranean Homesick Blues: Lyrics 

Analysis and watch video 

2. Give students time to fill in both columns and answer the questions. 

3. Discuss their responses and see if the class can come to a consensus. 

 

Documents for Students 

• Presentation Template  

• 1960s Notes  

• The Foundations of Bob Dylan’s Music, Genre: Folk/Country  
o Topic: Genre Characteristics  

o Topic: History of Folk and Country Music  

o Topic: Characteristic Folk and Country Performers  

o Topic: Subgenres of Folk and Country Music  

o Editor’s Page  

• The Foundations of Bob Dylan’s Music, Genre: Blues  
o Genre Characteristics  

o History of Blues Music  

o Characteristic Blues Performers  

o Subgenres of Blues Music  

o Editor’s Page  

• The Foundations of Bob Dylan’s Music, Genre: Rock  
o Genre Characteristics  

o History of Rock Music  

o Characteristic Rock Performers  

o Subgenres of Rock Music  

o Editor’s Page  

• Subterranean Homesick Blues: Lyrics Analysis  


